DEVELOPMENT OF PARENT SUBSTITUTES
any remnants of the hatred which the latter may have ex-
perienced towards his real father, without re-awakening in
corresponding degree the compensating forces which kept the
hate in check.
Furthermore, the boy's mother only marries the step-father
after a period of widowhood during which the boy may have
appeared to possess the sole, or at any rate the chief, claim
upon her interest and affection. By her re-marriage she will
probably seem to the boy's unconscious mind to have been,
in a very real and poignant sense, unfaithful to himself, and
to have rejected his own love for that of an outsider; an idea
which may appear in consciousness in the rationalised form of
an imputation of unfaithfulness towards the mother's previous
husband—the boy's own father. It is a complex of feelings of
this kind which, as Ernest Jones1 has so convincingly shown,
underlies and forms the principal psychological motive in
Shakespeare's tragedy of "Hamlet". It is this which is the cause "Hamlet" as a
of Hamlet's vaciUation in regard to the contemplated murder
of his step-father; the latter had only done what Hamlet him-
self would fain have done before him, but was inhibited from
doing. The contemplation of Claudius's ill deeds serves dimly
to call up the buried tendencies which at one time prompted
Hamlet himself to commit a similar atrocity—the murder of
the king (his father)—for a similar end—the possession of the
queen (his mother)—and the paralysing effect of the arousal
of such feelings makes itself felt as an inability to cany out
the punishment of one with whom he thus has much in
common, and whom he feels to be in a sense no worse than
himself, the would-be punisher. Moreover, in virtue of his
marriage with the queen, Claudius now really stands in the
old king's place; in killing him, therefore, Hamlet is to his
own unconscious mind becoming guilty of the very crime of
(Edipus which had tempted him before his father's death;
hence the resistance to the consummation of. the act which
hatred of the interloper prompts him to perform.
In the case of a girl, corresponding feelings may be called   The wicked
up towards her step-mother on the re-marriage of her father—
feelings which have found  expression in the very numerous
and familiar myths and fairy tales  (such as those of Cinderella,
1 "The Problem of ll*m\&.," American Journal of Psychology, 1910. XXI, 72.
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